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delity fails to show how such a wonderful char-
acter can belong to a bad man ? For bad man he
surely was, if Jesus Christ was an impostor. If
he was only a man, he was the worst man that
ever lived, because he claimed equality with God,
and made himself the most enduring idol, and his
system the most destructive form of idolatry the
world ever saw. If he was a good man, he must
have been God as well; because incapable of blas-
phemy so hideous as that for which the Jews
"took up stones to stone him;" and because his
miracles were divine attestations to the truth of his
claim, since they were clearly such as none but
God could do; if he was a good man, then he was
the Messiah; if the Messiah, then he was fore-
told in numerous prophecies found in the Old
Testament; and that proves the Bible to be the
casket of revealed truth. So urgent are these
things upon the attention of the infidel, that a
satisfactory account of them must be made before
he can be entitled to a hearing, before his objec-
tions can find a spot to stand upon ; but no such
account has ever been given, hence the h priori
argument of infidelity by its glaring omissions be-
comes a conspicuous failure.

That a life spent in doing good continually,
and never discolored by a stain, should be ended
upon a gibbet with the worst of criminals deserv-
ing such a fate, is not a little surprising. Jesus
Christ could make this appeal to his enemies:
"Which of you convinceth me of sin?" and they
were as dumb as the dead. But, unfaltering in their
purpose, a company of Jewish priests and rulers,